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ELECTION OF A MEDICAL CORONER
IN AMERICA.

AT the late election at Philadelphia, Dr.
Heintzelman was chosen coroner. This
gentleman was for some years engaged in
the practice of medicine, and possesses
many qualifications for the responsible of-
fice of coroner.

It is, we believe, the first time that a
member of the medical profession has been
elected at Philadelphia to fill an office which
demands, for an adequate fulfilment of its
duties, an acquaintance, at least, with the
anatomical structure and medical jurispru-
dence. It is true that a conscientious coro-
ner (and our late coroner was both an able
and a conscientious officer) endeavours to

supply the deficiency of his own knowledge
by a frequent reference to a medical advi-
ser ; but this is an imperfect mode of getting
at second-hand that information which can
be most effectually applied when possessed
by the officer himself. The duties of the
office are such, that the coroner is often
unable to consult with a physician who is
familiar with the subject, and he is obliged
either to dispense with medical assistance
when examining a body, or to call upon a
practitioner of medicine who may be quite
unaccustomed to the peculiar and often
difficult task of deciding a mooted point of
medical jurisprudence. Yet these difficul-
ties are of the most common occurrence,-
and a neglect of duty frequently occurs, not
from unwillingness on the part of the coro-
ner to act with fidelity, but from inability to
perform a task which requires a long and
laborious training.
We do not think it necessary that a coro-

ner should possess so intimate an acquaint-
ance with medical jurisprudence as to
enable him to dispense with all aid from
those of his professional brethren, whose
studies may have been directed to a difficult
department of the science ; but if his
original powers of mind be good, and his
professional education derived from a cor-
rect source, a medical coroner is always apt
to seek assistance when needed, and to aid
the jury in deciding upon a multitude of
cases which are familiar to a physician, but
strange to those who witness them for the
first time.
We believe that our views accord with

those of most of our professional brethren.
An office of this kind should not be given
purely as a reward for political claims ; it
is properly unconnected with politics, and
should be conferred only on those who are
conversant with the questions which a

coroner is almost daily called upon to decide.
The subject has been recently agitated at
London, and terminated in the election of
Mr. Wakley, the editor of THE LANCET, on
the ground that, as a medical man, he was
well fitted to discharge the duties of the
office.--Philadelphia Medical Examiner.

RECURRENCE OF SMALL-POX.
(NOTE FROM MR. JEFFERY.)

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR :-In THE LANCET of Nov. 30th, inst.,

is a communication from your correspon:
dent &laquo; A Constant Reader," on the subject
of the " Occurrence of Small-pox Twice,"
wherein he recurs to an extract from a letter
of mine to Mr. Marshall, quoted by that
gentleman the week previously, in which I
had stated that " Mr. Hunter, of Budleigh.
Salterton, had informed me that he had
seen the small.pox four times in the same
individual." In a recent communication
with Mr. H., I find that I had misunder,
stood him in saying that he had " seen" the
case ; whereas the truth is, that, just pre.
vious to our conversation on the subject, he
" had been informed by the parents of a
young man, being at that time ill in London
of a severe attack of " small-pox," that it
was the third or fourth time that he had been
affected with this disease."

In justice to the cause, I hasten to correct
the error into which misunderstanding had
led me ; and, also, in justice to Mr. Hunter,
towards whom I consider that a " Constant
Reader" deals, to say the least, uncourte-
ously in saying that &deg; with him he canaot
deal at all;" thus, seemingly, implying a
denial of the truth of a statement, without
seeking any evidence by which its claim to
a reception, as a well-proved medical fact,
may be determined.
The path of medical science is peculiarly

laid through difficulties of great magnitude,
arising from difference in the views and

experience of its followers ; so that he who
instantly rejects a statement because it does
not accord with his opinion, or seems to him
to be improbable, commits as great an error
as he who receives every dogma indiscrimi.
nately, and without investigation. And it
is very desirable that, whilst the greatest
caution should be used, for the sake of
truth, the greatest forbearance and courteous-
ness also should be observed between those
who labour together in the intricate work,
or the desired information and satisfactory
conclusions will never be arrived at.

I believe that Mr. Hunter will take an
early opportunity of stating the particulars
of the case in question. In the mean time
I remain, Sir, yours obediently,

Sidmouth, Dec. 16. J. D. JEFFF.RY.
; No anonymous communication will

be added to the correspondence on this

subject.
CORRESPONDENTS.

The debate on the Sanatorium ; the com-
munications of Mr. Rumsey and Mr. Barlow
next week.
The letter of Mr. John Gray was re-

received too late for publication this week,


